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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Greetings: 
 
Out with the old and in with the new! As you probably know by now Paula Massanari 
(Please see her note on page 2) has been appointed as the next principal of Unionville 
High School and will officially begin her duties on January 8, 2009.  Congratulations to 
Paula and best of luck to her as she assumes this vital role in your school community. 
 
An issue that she will have the opportunity to work with you to try to address when she 
arrives will be the security of personal property.  Unfortunately, not unlike the real 
world, there are a few people among us who do not respect other people’s property. 
Although the thieves are few in number, anytime anyone has his or her personal 
possessions taken, it is quite unfair and very unsettling. We have developed an action 
plan to continue dealing with this ongoing problem and the first strategy in that action 
plan is: “To increase awareness of the need to secure personal property .”  I have 
appeared on the morning announcements to address this issue with the student body and 
ask that all parents reinforce the message (frequently) with their children.  Please 
encourage students to not bring valuables to school. Every student should also have a 
lock on his or her assigned locker.  (The official school lock may be rented in the main 
office.) Although it may be inconvenient, a student’s personal locker, when 
appropriately locked, is the safest place for valuables during the school day.  Even when 
students participate in after school activities, they have access to their school lockers 
and they should get in the habit of using them.  Better safe than sorry. 
 
A preliminary review of the number of high school parents who have opted out of 
receiving a paper copy of the student report card indicates that only 10% of parents have 
elected the online report card for the first marking period.  We strongly encourage 
everyone to continue to seriously consider this option. To elect an electronic report card, 
please log onto SAM and make the election. Go Green! 
 
I have enjoyed the past five months here at Unionville High School immensely, 
particularly my associations with the outstanding students and staff. I will leave 
convinced that UHS certainly deserves the fine reputation it enjoys.  I continue to look 
forward to working with all of you for the rest of this calendar year and to turning over 
my parking pass, keys and e-mail account to Paula Massanari soon after the break. 
 
The very best to you and your families during this holiday season and during the 
remainder of the 2008-2009 school year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dennis P. McKnight, Ed.D 
Principal (Interim) 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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New this year -  

All paid general members of the UHS PTO 
are eligible to vote. Hope to see you there!  

����

2008-09 Bridge 
Submission Deadlines 

 and Online Posting Dates 
 

Deadline  Online 
 

Sat 12/20 Thurs 1/8 
Tues 1/20 Sun 2/1 
Fri 2/20 Sun 3/1  
Fri 3/20 Wed 4/1 
Mon 4/20 Fri 5/1 
Wed 5/20 Mon 6/1 

THE BRIDGE is a service of the Unionville High School PTO. 
It is published on-line at http://uhs.ucfsd.org/PTO/Bridge.php 

on the first of each month during the school year.  
Current copies may also be picked up in the UHS Main office.  

  
Articles submitted for THE BRIDGE 

 should be sent to editor Tracy Hyde at tracyLwh@aol .com.  If an article may not be 
 e-mailed, please contact Tracy Hyde at 484-832-3404 to arrange for pick up of your article.  All 

submissions must include contact name and phone number/email. 
Full submission guidelines are posted in the Main Office and in the “Bridge” folder in the UHS PTO 

mailbox in the Main Office.   

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
 
 
Greetings from Mrs. Paula Massanari, Incoming Principal 
at UHS  
 
 Dr. McKnight has graciously invited me to include a brief 
statement in this Bridge.  
 

 I am extremely pleased and excited to be joining the 
administrative team at Unionville High School on January 8, 
2009.  Fortunately, in the past week, I have already been able to 
attend your fall play, The Man Who Came to Dinner, participate 
in a high school department chair meeting, speak with a student 
representative from the school newspaper, and attend the Art 
Gala.  The students, staff, and parents I have met have all been 
welcoming and helpful.  I feel extremely blessed to be joining 
this amazing school district. 

 
 While my primary goal for the remainder of 
the school year relates to building relationships, 
earning your trust, and understanding the UHS 
culture, I will also work to ensure that: 

· all students feel both emotionally and 
physically safe, and 

· upcoming 9th graders feel connected to the 
high school when they enter as freshman this 
fall (so I will work with the middle school 
administration to develop several transition 
activities this spring and summer) 

 
As a part of my entry plan, I will be interviewing 

various stakeholders throughout the district to learn 
more about what you value in this school district.  I 
will also be attending various musical performances, 
athletic competitions, and other school-related events 
prior to my official start date on January 8, 2009.  
Please feel free to introduce yourself to me so that I 
can get to know as many of you as possible. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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From our UHS PTO Co-Presidents...  
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                      2008 Unionville Art Gala  
 
This year’s Art Gala was a tremendous success! Thank you so very much to the hundreds of 
adult and student volunteers and their families who worked so hard to make this event such a 
hit.  The student Art on the Side was such an achievement – all of the student artists should be 
congratulated for such fine work!  This year’s Art Gala was an experiment - it highlighted new 
and emerging artists and well as any Unionville High school graduate who is pursuing art as a 
career.  Current students could see the connection between the art that they create now, and 
what they could become – UHS graduates could be inspired by Art on the Side and remember 
where it all began.  It was a wonderful event for everyone, and none of it could have happened 
without the amazing outpouring of volunteer help and support from the school staff and from the 
students and parents – thank you!! 
 
When you are shopping or dining in this area, please remember to also say thank you to the 

Gala’s generous sponsors to this event.  In alphabetical order, these sponsors are: 
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Art Gala 2008 committee 

Lenape Pizza 
Le Style Florist 
Longwood Gardens 
Lorraine’s Frame Shop 
Nine Irons Studio 
Rubinstein’s Office Supplies of West Chester 
Sovana Bistro  
Starbucks at Dilworthtown 
Terrain at Styers  
The Glass Gallery  
Unionville-Chadds Ford Education Foundation  
Unionville Sports Council  

Acme of Westtown 
Aztec Printing of Wilmington 
The Brandywine River Museum 
Carlino’s Italian Specialties 
Carrabba's Italian Grill 
Dipped Delites by Dolores Stannczuk 
Galer Estate Vineyard & Winery 
Giant at Dilworthtown 
Hors d'oeuvres by Betsy Coons 
Indulgence Jewelers of Greenville 
Kennett Florist 
Kinloch Woodworking  

USED BOOK SALE 
 

Its time to start thinking about the PTO’s largest annual fundraiser.  Last year the Used Book Sale made 
$40,000 to provide resources to our students and staff.  The Book Sale takes an enormous amount of 
volunteer hours.  Please mark your calendars and schedule your time to volunteer. 

Book Sale dates: Friday and Saturday, February 27 &  28. 
We will be sorting books starting February 2, 

Monday-Wednesday 2:30-6pm, Thursday 2:30-9pm right up to the sale. 
Arrive early to pick up your student from after school activities and spend the extra time 

helping sort and price books.  Plan to meet your student after school to work, hours 
worked are credited toward needed service hours.  Husbands and fathers, we need your 

help too. 
Especially Friday the 27th (during the day) for set-up and Saturday the 28th after the sale for clean-up. 



5 5 Unionville High School  ~~  http://uhs.ucfsd.org  ~~  THE BRIDGE:   December, 2008 

CLASSROOMS FOR THE FUTURE 
Arrives at UHS! 

 
In August, Unionville High School was awarded a Classrooms 
for the Future (CFF) grant of $188,223 from the State of 
Pennsylvania. CFF was started by Governor Edward G. 
Rendell in 2006. The CFF Program, now entering its third 
year, will benefit students in 543 high schools across 453 
districts in 2008-09. The program, which reached 350,000 
students in its first two years, is expected to impact about 
500,000 students by the end of this school year, placing about 
140,000 laptops in high school classrooms. 
 
"Classrooms for the Future" is transforming the way teachers 
teach and how students learn by providing English, Math, 
Science and Social Studies classrooms with enhanced 
technology, laptop computers and other state-of-the-art 
resources. The grant also includes funding for professional 
development to help teachers and students derive the greatest 
benefit from the program. However, the CFF initiative is not 
only about the equipment schools receive, it is about 
transforming classroom instruction to embrace our 21st century 
learners.  
 
“Teachers and students alike have praised Classrooms for the 
Future for reinvigorating our high school classrooms,” 
Governor Rendell said. “It not only is making our high schools 
more engaging, vibrant places to learn but, just as importantly, 
it is helping to ensure that our students are primed for success 
beyond high school.” 
 
Education Secretary Gerald L. Zahorchak said, “Classrooms 
for the Future also helps students see how their academic 
coursework relates to the world outside the classroom, giving 
a deeper meaning to what goes on inside and outside school.” 
 
Twelve UHS teachers of Science, Math, Social Studies and 
English are participating in the grant. Each CFF teacher has 
received a laptop, laptops for their classroom, an interactive 
whiteboard, an LCD projector, software, and training. Grant 
money was also received for a part-time Coach. Vicki 
Treadway was recently approved by the Board of School 
Directors to work closely with teachers in this capacity. As a 
coach, her responsibilities will include planning, modeling, 
obtaining resources, co-teaching and providing professional 
development opportunities throughout the school year. 
 
Vicki and the CFF teachers have already begun to infuse this 
new technology into the existing curriculum. As a high school, 
we are excited to begin this process and we look forward to 
providing future updates about the impact this new technology 
is having on instruction.�

Your cap and gown orders plus 
graduation announcement orders should 
be complete. If not, contact Mrs. Mullen 
or see Mrs. Biagotti in the main 
office. 

Computer 
Applications 

Department News  
 

�)�*��
����+�
"#�����,�! ����
 
Certificates of Performance were 
presented to the following students for 
their outstanding contribution in Jean 
Stevens' classes: 
 

Multimedia           Macromedia 
Productions               Studio  
Brandon Harrison        Meredith Morrison 
Cailey Oehler               Ben Flegal 
Emily Cwyk                  Therez Mueller 
Kevin Manning 
Danielle Pacropis 
Gabrielle Mueller 
             
          Chester County Techies Day  
Twenty-five students participated to the 
annual CCIU sponsored Techies 
Day.  Unionville HS was assigned 
Analytical Graphics Incorporated, located 
in Exton. Students were given a tour of 
the facility as well as a very informative 
multimedia production on the aerospace 
software the company prduces.  
Students were given a hands-on lesson 
on using the  
aerospace software and were informed 
on the job market outlook and qualities 
need to hold a variety of jobs in the 
Corporation.   
 
             Phantoms Field Trip  
Sport and Entertainment Marketing 
students traveled to the Philadelphia 
Spectrum.  They were greeted by the 
Vice President of the Phantoms, who 
spoke to the students about the qualities 
needed to hold and succeed in a job in 
the sports and entertaining industry.  
After a tour of the Spectrum, the students 
enjoyed watching a Phantoms game.  A 
great day was had by all.  ��

Seniors~~  
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 2009 UHS AFTER PROM NEEDS YOU!!! 
JUNIOR PARENTS – IT’S OUR TURN!! 

 

The After Prom Committee is starting to come together.  Thank you for all the parents who have stepped forward to 
help make this a special night for the junior and senior students.  We are still in need of many more volunteers for 
this to be completed.  Remember the phrase, “It takes a village”…The After Prom is no exception; we need all of 
your help!!!  Please realize that there is no talent needed for most of the functions, just some of your time and 
common sense to make this a magical and fun night.   
 

SENIOR PARENTS – We realize that you gave your time last year - any help you can add to this year 
would be much appreciated!! 
 

SOPHMORE & FRESHMAN PARENTS – Any time you can volunteer would be a bonus for this year 
and help your crew for next year!!           
 
ALL VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME, INCLUDING STUDENTS IN NEED OF SERVICE HOURS.* 
 
Many chair positions for the committees have been filled, however there are still a few very important vacancies.  In 
addition to the chairs, the committees all need manpower.  There are opportunities for everyone’s talents and 
expertise.  ��������	�
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We need volunteers for the following committees: 
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What:  ACT, SAT and PSAT practice tests  

When:  Saturday, January 10, 2009  

Where:  UHS (sign-ins will be at school entrance in front of the LGI)  

Time:  7:45 am check in - practice test begins at 8:00 am 

Cost:  $15 (checks made out to:   UHS PTO) 

Registration Deadline:  Wednesday, January 7, 2009 
 

To register: 
 

 
Kathy Miller 
PTO Practice Tests 
2 Red Hawk Lane    West Chester, PA  19382 
 

***Completed registration forms and payment must be received by January 7th, 2009 at the latest. 
 

 
 

 
Test results: 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                         Registration Form 
 
Student name _________________________________________________________ Student grade __________ 
 
E-mail for registration confirmation (receipt of registration, information, etc.), test & give-back day information & 
reminders, changes in case of inclement weather, etc.: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please circle the test you will be taking:      
 

*If you have taken a Kaplan practice test before, circle the practice test(s) you have previously taken:   
 

*Fee will be waived for those in need of financial assistance  - please see your guidance counselor.  
*If you are a Junior or a Senior you should not take the practice PSAT since you have already taken the “real” PSAT. 
*The proceeds from this testing are used by the PTO for the school and students. 

Come back to UHS on Thursday, January 15th at 7:00-8:30pm for your practice test results and 
information session from Kaplan.   
 
***If you do not come to get results on Thursday, January 15th, you will need to make 
arrangements to pick up your test results by emailing Kathy Miller at kathyrmiller@comcast.net 

 

  PSAT       SAT      ACT 

  PSAT       SAT      ACT 

Registration forms with payment may be dropped off at the school office in an envelope marked 
“PTO Practice Test” (there will be a plastic box marked “Practice Tests” by teacher’s mail slots on 
table.)  Or you may mail directly to:  

Any questions regarding practice tests: e-mail amy.diamond@kaplan.com or rose.bryant@kaplan.com 
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UHS Cheerleaders 
Compete This Winter!  
 
The Unionville High School Cheerleaders will 
be competing in the following 
competitions: 
 
Saturday, 12/13  3rd Annual Avon Grove 
Cheer Invitational at Avon Grove High School 
 
Sunday, 12/14  Chester County Cheer Classic 
at Downingtown East High School 
 
Saturday, 1/24  7th Annual Garnet Valley 
Cheer Challenge at Garnet Valley High 
School 
 
Sunday, 2/15  Quaker Cheer Classic at The 
Palestra, University of Pennsylvania 
 
Sunday, 3/1  Delaware Valley College Gold 
Cup Cheer Classic at James Work 
Gymnasium, Delaware Valley College 
 
Come show your spirit and cheer on your 
UHS Cheerleaders at these 
competitions!  You can also see them perform 
at all Home Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball 
games.   
For more information about Unionville 
Cheerleading contact Julia 
Thompson-Calio (jmthompson@ucfsd.org) or 
Lindsay Wilson 
(lwilson@ucfsd.org).  
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COLLEGE VISITS 
Drexel University, Friday, Dec. 12 at 12:39pm 
 (Private university, 13,000 students; great co-op program) 
The Art Institute of York, Dec.17 at 8:40am 
 (Programs in design, fashion, media arts & general studies) 
 
 
���������	����

 
** Given at UHS 
 
Results of the PSAT test  given on October 18, 2008 are expected to be received from E.T.S. by 
December. They will be distributed to students in school. 
 
COLLEGE DECISION LETTERS   Seniors are asked to bring in copies of their letters of acceptance, 
offers of admission, letters of denial and scholarship/award letters to Ms. Vaughn in the Career Center. 
Letters may also be faxed in to (610) 347-1677. 
 
SENIORS: MID-YEAR REPORTS- Please check with your colleges to see if a mid-year grade report must 
be sent to them.  Students should bring in a stamped, (.42), addressed (to each college) business-size 
envelope with the student’s name written on the inside flap. This procedure will also apply to final 
transcripts at the end of the year. 
 
COLLEGE PLANNING AT A GLANCE  
A PowerPoint presentation of the recently held College Planning at a Glance for sophomore students 
and parents can be found on the UHS Counseling Center’s website. 
�
COLLEGE PLANNING NIGHT  

The College Planning Night  originally scheduled for January 29, 2009 has been RESCHEDULED for 
February 2, 2009. This informative evening is designed for all students and parents, and deals with 
various facets of the college process. Please watch for further announcements. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 

2008-2009 TESTING SCHEDULE 

UHS CEEB CODE 394955   REGISTRATION  

TEST DATES TEST Regular Fee Late Fee Applies 

January 24, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests 12/26/2008 12/27/08-1/6/09 

February 7, 2009 ACT Test 1/6/2009 1/7/09-1/16/09 

March 14, 2009 ** SAT only  2/10/2009 2/11/09-2/24/09 

April 4, 2009 ** ACT Test  2/27/2009 2/28/09-3/13/09 

May 2, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests 3/31/2009 4/1/09-4/9/09 

May 4-8, 2009 & ** AP Exams March, 2009   

June 6, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests 5/5/2009 5/6/09-5/15/09 

June 13, 2009 ACT Test 5/8/2009 5/9/09-5/22/09 
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NAVIANCE/FAMILY CONNECTION  
http://connection.naviance.com/unionville  
We have begun using Naviance to e-mail reminders to students about things like college visits, SAT 
registration, scholarships, summer enrichment programs, etc. But we have run into a challenge. Many of our 
students have not registered with their email addresses.  Juniors & seniors: You may be missing valuable 
information because your e-mail address is not listed in our Naviance Family Connection program.  Please 
go into "My Profile" in Naviance, click on the e-mail edit button and fill in your address. Also, please update 
the list of Colleges You are Considering and your career interests in “My Game Plan” in Naviance.  If you 
have not registered on Naviance because you don’t know your registration code, please see Ms. Vaughn in 
the Counseling Center. A link to Naviance can be found on the UHS Counseling website. 
 
ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  
The UHS Counseling Center is looking for students to nominate for the 2009 Rotary Youth Leadership 
Conference (RYLA Conference). This is a weekend long, youth leadership-training program for enthusiastic 
students who have energy and desire to meet new people and discover their potential.  The conference will 
be held February 20-22 at the Freedoms Foundation in Valley Forge Pennsylvania.  Sophomore, juniors 
and seniors are eligible to apply. Applications are available in the Counseling Center and must be submitted 
by December 11 th for consideration. If you have any questions, please see Mrs. Lyles in the Counseling 
Center or visit the website at www.rotary7450.org. There are a limited number of spaces available, so don’t 
miss this great opportunity! 
 
 
Completed 2009 PA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE applications are due to School 
Counselors very soon. 

PGS for the Agricultural Sciences (Current 10th & 11th)- due 1/23/2009  
PGS for the Arts (Current 10th & 11th) - due 12/11/2008 to Counselor;  
     ** Student delivers in person to CCIU by 1/8/2009 
PBS for Global Entrepreneurship (Current 10th & 11th) - due 1/23/2009 
PGS for Health Care (Current 11th)- due 1/23/2009 
PGS for Information, Society & Technology (Current 11th)- due 1/23/2009 
PGS for International Studies (Current 11th)- due 12/16/2008 
PGS for the Sciences (Current 11th)- due 12/16/2008 
PGS for Teaching (Current 10th & 11th) - due 12/16/2008 

For applications and more information, go to www.pgse.org 
 
Students who participated in the 2008 PGSE were: Aaron Brewer- PGSIS; Patrick Cheng- PGSIS; Timothy 
Wang- PGSS 
 
 
The 2009 Main Line Regional College Fair is scheduled for April 28, 2009 at Villanova University. 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS  Information for many scholarships is available on the Counseling Center’s website at 
http://uhs.ucfsd.org/counseling/counselingindex.htm, in the Career Center in the Scholarship Binder or on 
the Naviance/Family Connection website.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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**There really are scholarships out there that some students don’t bother to look for. I am always available 
in the Career Center to work with any student looking for ways to fund their education. ** Especially if 
financial need is an issue, I will work in confidence with any student. I.e. if there is only one parent, a 
divorce situation, loss of job, sickness, etc. –Trish Vaughn 

If School Counselor input is required (official transcript, GPA, recommendation, etc.), applications must be 
given to your School Counselor at least 10 school days before the application deadline. If the application is 
to be mailed, students must provide stamps and an 81/2”x11” envelope.  
 
 
FINANCIAL AID  
The Pennsylvania Guide to Student Aid  is pretty much considered the “bible” for federal and state grants 
and loans. It contains information on college planning timelines; student aid options; the student aid 
package, etc. The Guide is available online at www.PHEAA.org or as a hard copy in the Career Center. 
 
The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid ) is the most important form you must complete to 
qualify for almost all types of financial aid. Dependent students will need their parents’ information to 
complete the FAFSA. The FAFSA is available January 1, 2009 for the upcoming academic year (2009-
2010). We encourage you to complete and file the form as soon as possible. Many state, local and private 
entities use the FAFSA information to determine eligibility for grants and scholarships and have different 
deadlines. You don’t need to file your federal tax return before you file your FAFSA, but you will need that 
information to complete the FAFSA. The deadlines for your state or schools may be different from the 
federal deadlines and you may be required to complete additional forms. FAFSA applications cannot be 
submitted before January 1, 2009, but the sooner you get it in, the better, even if you have not filed your 
income tax return.  First time applicants should be careful of the deadlines for all financial aid forms set by 
the colleges you have applied to- they may be as early as February 15, 2009.  
Students and parents may apply for a PIN at any time. Your PIN can be used each year to electronically 
apply for federal student aid and to access your Federal Student Aid records online. Your PIN serves as 
your electronic signature and provides access to your personal records. 
 
The official website for information on the FAFSA is www.fafsa.ed.gov . There are similar sounding 
websites, but this is the one to use when filing your FAFSA on the Web.  All students who took the PSAT 
test should receive a postcard with instructions for accessing the FAFSA worksheet and actual form online. 
 
FAFSA4caster: High school juniors and seniors can take advantage of this tool at www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov/ 
and learn about the financial aid process, gain early awareness of aid eligibility, and much more.  By using 
FAFSA4caster, you and your family will receive an early estimate of eligibility for federal student aid. This 
Web site provides you with an opportunity to increase your knowledge of the financial aid process; become 
familiar with the various types of federal student aid that are available; and investigate other sources of aid, 
such as grants and scholarships.  File your FAFSA form as early as you can 
 
 
FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION NIGHT  
Before you know it, the holidays are over and college applications are all done and the question about how 
to afford to pay for college comes up. The UHS Counseling Center is sponsoring a Financial Aid Information 
Night on Wednesday, January 28th at 7:00 p.m. in the Unionville High School LGI. Michael Robinson, M.S., 
Assistant Regional Director of Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency will cover the following:  

(Continued on page 12) 
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* Tier Colleges & Affordability 
* Filling Out the FAFSA Form 
* Identifying Available Financial Aid:  Grants, Scholarships, and Loans 
* Defining the Expected Family Contribution 
* Available Personal Support Services/Online Resources (www.EducationPlanner.org)...FREE! 
 
To gain the most out of this night, it is strongly recommended that you review the FAFSA form and FAFSA 
worksheet- you can print out a copy from www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
 
Other resources for financial aid information:  
www.finaid.org, especially the section on Maximizing Your Aid Eligibility.  www.fastweb.com; 
www.Collegeboard.com; www.salliemay.com; www.PHEAA.org; www.pasfaa.org; 
www.educationplanner.com (for a financial aid timeline); /www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov 
 
 
POWER PLANT TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM  
A representative from Exelon Corporation will be visiting UHS on Thursday, December 18 at 1:31PM to talk 
to students about the new two-year degree program at Delaware County Community College which 
prepares students for employment opportunities in power generating facilities as technicians in nuclear, 
fossil or renewable energy generation.  Starting salaries for these positions are in the $40,000 to $45,000 
range.   Students who are selected for the highly competitive grant will be offered a summer internship and 
preferred hiring status with the Exelon Corporation. 
 
There are 12 fully paid two-year tuition grants for students who enroll in DCCC’s associate in applied 
science degree in Technical Studies, Power Plant Technology program at the College’s new Pennocks 
Bridge Campus in West Grove.  The associate degree program will be offered to all enrolling students with 
the twelve most qualified applicants eligible for the two-year tuition grant.   
 
TEACH FOR AMERICA  
We will have a former participant in Teach for America visiting in January to speak to students interested in 
the program. Teach for America is the national corps of recent college graduates and professionals of all 
academic majors and career interests who commit two years to teach in urban and rural public schools and 
become leaders in the effort to expand educational opportunity. Check out www.teachforamerica.org for 
more information and watch for the date of the visit. 
 
 
AMTRAK’S CAMPUS VISIT DISCOUNT . This discount allows high school juniors and seniors visiting a 
college campus to take one parent or guardian along as a free companion.  For more information about 
Campus Visit programs, visit www.campusvisit.com 
 
 
COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS  

Juniors should be using days off between now and the end of the school year to visit colleges they might 
want to attend.  For tips on making your college visit worthwhile, go to www.collegeconfidential.com/
college_search/visits 

(Continued on page 13) 
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CURRICULUM COUNCIL MEETING  
 
On 10/29/08 the Curriculum council met for the first time for the 2008/2009 school year.  The assistant superintendent greeted 
everyone and explained what the purpose of the council is to all of us gathered. It is to provide recommendations and feedback 
to the administration.  The recommendations discussed at this meeting will be presented to the board on November 10 and will 
be voted on at the November 17th school board meeting. 
 
 Dr. Doug Vallete, a science teacher at the high school repeated the proposal made last year.  The science committee had recom-
mended Unifying K-12 science.  They suggested moving academic biology to 9th grade for most students and make changes to 
the ms level. This is an ongoing process.  It was also suggested by science committee to offer new courses at high school level.  
Half of the 9th grade students are taking biology instead of physical science so we need more electives in science to choose from.  
One item they are looking into is how to add more lab time to curriculum time.  Last year we added Forensic Science and Sci-
ence of Sound as electives. Two new courses have been proposed for 09/10 school year and they are the following: Genetics and 
Biology-this course would be offered as a ½ credit course running one semester. And the second course was Marine Biology and 
both would be for 11th and 12th grade. 
 
John Nolan presented the foreign language program for the elementary school. Next discussed were the World Language Pro-
gram secondary changes along with a Latin Proposal.  There would be changes in the middle school and the high school world 
language program.  Ms. McHutchison and Ms. Bailey stated there is a need to add level II at the middle school.  Those grades 
would start with Spanish but eventually French and German would be added.  The Levels at the high school for World Language 
was presented by Ms. Hawkes.  There are students who are not having their needs met.  Levels III and IV of languages need to 
be added along with Honors II and III in Spanish French and German.  Columbia University’s assistant admissions director was 
at the UHS and stated they want to see at least three levels of language on their applications.  John Sanville has also proposed 
adding a Latin class for the 8th grade; this could lead later to Latin Courses at the high school which would need to be addressed 
soon.  John proposed an AP statistics course.  It may be taken along with Calculus A/B or B/C.  Students who max out of math 
classes’ in their junior year should look into online or dual enrollment.   Sharon Parker suggested we need to look at changing 
our graduation requirements to take 4 years of math. 
 
The agenda was quite full and time ran out so we did not to discuss in detail the Algebra 1 Longitudinal Study.  In January that 
will be a topic along with discussion of the AT program, Technology, Technology Education and the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   Hannah Christopher 
 
  Source:  Mary Garvey (pp 1-10 10/29/08 “curriculum council minutes”) 
 
 

���������	
������
��
� �

IMPORTANT DATES 
February 2, 2009- College Planning Night for all students and parents, 7-9PM 
February 5, 2009- course selection night, 7PM 
February 10, 2009- Register for 3/14/09 SAT 
March 17-19, 2009- PSSA Reading & Math 
March 14, 2009- SAT test at UHS 
March, 2009- AP Registration; dates TBA 
April 4, 2009- ACT test at UHS 

April 28-29, 2009- PSSA Science 
April 28, 2009- 2009 Main Line Regional College Fair at Villanova University 
May 4-15, 2009- AP Testing 
 
 
SEE FOLLOWING PAGE ON DUAL ENROLLMENT-----  

(Continued on page 14) 
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Dual Enrollment Courses for the 2008-2009 School Year 
Earn college credit while in high school 

See your School Counselor for details today! 
Registration Deadline December 8, 2008  

 
 

COURSES OFFERED BY IMMACULATA UNIVERSITY AT  
UNIONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL  

 
CHI 102 Elementary Chinese II (3 credits) 
     Fundamentals of spoken and written Mandarin Chinese including proficiency development in basic skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Laboratory work required 
 
Mondays and Wednesdays 1:30 p.m. – 2:35 p.m. 
Ms. Fancia Tang 
Unionville High School 
 
PSY 324 Lifespan Development (3 credits) 
   Explores the entire range of human life from the moment of conception through death. The content is designed to 
encourage respect for theory and research and at the same time provide information that can be applied in a 
meaningful, practical sense. In essence, the course tells the story of human beings and how they got to be the way they 
are. 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:15 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
Dr. Kim Levan 
Unionville High School 
 

COURSES OFFERED AT IMMACULATA UNIVERSITY  AND OPEN TO  
UNIONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 
ARA 102 Elementary Arabic II  (3 credits) 
   Fundamentals of spoken and written modern standard Arabic (Fusha) including proficiency development in basic 
skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  This form of Arabic is universally understood throughout the 
Arabic-speaking world and used in Islamic practice. 
 
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 
M. Al Qasem 
Immaculata University 
 
BIOL 210 Human Anatomy and Physiology II  (4 credits)* 
    Continuation of BIOL 209; covers cardiovascular, immune, respiratory, digestive, urinary, and reproductive system. 
Prerequisite: BIOL 209 or permission of instructor. 3 hours lecture, 2 hours laboratory. 
 
Wednesdays  5:30 p.m. – 8:10 p.m. (lecture) and 8:20 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (laboratory)  
J. Ragghianti 
Immaculata University 
 
* Cost for this course will be $864 + $30 lab fee 
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Unionville Chadds Ford Education Foundation          http://www.ucfsd.org/ucfef 
 

"To promote and support a holistic approach to educ ational excellence through academic advancements, 
health and wellness, and community interaction"   

Grape to Glass Event 
 Thank you so much to everyone who came to our November 7th wine tasting event at the Galer Estate and Vine-
yard in support of excellence in education!  It was a sold out event!    
Special thanks to the Galer Family who donated their facilities on Folly Hill road for the evening, and to guest speak-
ers, Dan Butler from Brandywine Prime, Brad Galer and Jan Grimes from the Galer Estate, David Govatos of Total 
Wine, David Hoffman of Paradocx Vineyard, Tim Jobe of Twin Brook Winery, Jim Kirkpatrick of Kreutz Creek Vine-
yard, Lee Miller of Chaddsford Winery, Wayne Simpson of Wayne Simpson Architect, and Nelson Stewart of 
Karamoor Vineyards.  We would also like to thank the following local businesses who generously donated their time 
and expertise, as well as fine local food and wine:  Chaddsford Winery, Kreutz Creek, Paradocx Vineyards, Twin 
Brook Winery, Total Wine, and especially, Chaddsford’s Brandywine Prime who catered the event!  We greatly ap-
preciate the support of loyal UCFEFsupporters for their wonderful auction items:  Julie Dixon, Giant Food Stores, 
Hors’ D’oeuvres by Betsy, the Mendenhall Inn, Nine Irons Studios, Sovana Bistro, and Simon Pearce.   
Thanks to our community for coming together to celebrate and support educational excellence in our district. 
 
Pennsylvania EITC 
The Unionville Chadds Ford Education Foundation (UCFEF) is listed as an Education Improvement Organization 
eligible for donations under Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC). Enacted in May 
2001, this program provides businesses in the Commonwealth with a tax credit (up to 90%) for contributions to non-
profit Scholarship or Educational Improvement Organizations. In addition, a contribution to the UCFEF is deductible 
as a standard charitable gift on your federal income tax declaration. This is a “win-win” situation for businesses and 
schools, it is simply reallocating tax dollars to the community! What businesses qualify for the Educational Improve-
ment Tax Credit Program? Businesses incorporated in the state of PA, subject to one or more of the following taxes: 
· Corporate Net Income Tax�

· Capitol Stock Franchise Tax�

· Bank & Trust Company Shares Tax�

· Title Insurance Companies Shares Tax�

· Insurance Premiums Tax�
Mutual Thrift Institution Tax�
For more information about the EITC, please visit www.newpa.com or contact Veronique Liska at vero-
nique4@verizon.net to find out how your company can get involved. 
 
UCFEF Teacher Tribute Program  
The UCFEF Tribute Program enables your family to show your appreciation for outstanding members of the Union-
ville Chadds Ford School District just in time for National Education Week  (Nov. 16-23) and the upcoming holidays! 
You may choose to honor the following individuals because they have made a difference in your child’s education or 
have at times simply brightened up their day: 
• Teachers and support staff 
• Administrators and office staff 
• Custodial and cafeteria staff 
• School nurses 
• Bus transportation staff 
It’s easy! Simply print and complete the Tribute Gift Form found on our website (http://www.ucfsd.org/ucfef/
teachertribute.html) and make your tax-deductable donation by check. Your chosen recipient will be notified of the 
honor, and your donation will go toward supporting the UCF Education Foundation’s mission. 
 
UCFEF United Way Fall Campaign 
 If your workplace participates in the United Way of Chester County,  Southern Chester County or of Delaware giving 
campaign this fall, you can designate your gift to the UCF Education Foundation (UCFEF).  For the United Way of 
Chester County or Southern Chester County, please write our name and address (873 East Baltimore Pike PMB 
226, Kennett Square, PA  19348) on your designation form.   For the United Way of Delaware County, please use 
code 11228 on your designation form.  


