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From the Principal’s Desk

Greetings from Mrs. Paula Massanari, Incoming Principal at UHS

In the December Bridge, | indicated that | had a strong interest in ensuring that all UHS
students feel emotionally and physically safe. A very real issue that many high school
students around the country are dealing with is cyberbullying. Cyberbullying has grown
exponentially as adolescent use of the internet and social networking sites (e.g.,
Facebook, myspace) hasincreased. A recent article in Principal Leadership notes, “The
problem for schools has grown... Although bullying and relational aggression among
students are longtime concerns, the elusive nature of cyberbullying compounds the
difficulty of identifying harmful behavior and intervening to stop it. Principals across the
country are struggling to determine their authority over actions that technically may
occur outside of school but for which the effects on students in school are very real.”

This article contained the following “Tips for Parents’ on various ways to respond to
cyberbullying:

Keep computersin easily viewable places, such as the family room or kitchen.
Talk regularly with your children about the online activities in which they are
involved and Internet etiquette in general. Be specific about the risks of
cyberbullying and their need to tell you if something bothers them.

Respect for adolescents' privacy isimportant, but tell your children that you
may review their online communications if you become concerned.

Set clear expectations for responsible online behavior and phone use. Explain
the consequences for violating those expectations.

Consider establishing a parent-child Internet use contract.

Be aware of warning signs that might indicate that your son/daughter is being
bullied, such as reluctance to use the computer, a change in the child’ s behavior
and mood, or reluctance to go to school.

Consider installing parental control filtering software and tracking programs,
but do not rely solely on those tools.

Be equally alert to the possibility that your child is bullying others online, even
if unintentionally.

Document any bullying (by using the “print screen” feature)

Contact the school to enlist our help if your child is experiencing any kind of
bullying.

File acomplaint with the Web site, ISP, or cell phone company.

Contact the police if the cyberbullying includes threats.

The school-home partnership is essential in supporting students who are victims of
cyberbullying. Please do not hesitant to contact the school if you have a concern about
bullying.

I look forward to joining the Unionville High School team on Thursday, January 8, 2009.
May you experience atruly fulfilling 2009!
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Many, Many thanks to all who made contributions to the annual UHS Community Coat Drive!!

Once again, lots of warm coats, fleeces, hats and mittens found welcome homes this past Saturday,
along with bikes from the Bike Drive and Food donations from the Kennett Food Cupboard. A very

special thanks to all those who collected and sorted coats from all the schools over the last 6 weeks
and to those who helped on distribution day. The group of girls from UHS who baked cookies for the

event were a big hit and were wonderful at helping the families find coats and items that fit their
needs. The kindness and generosity of the UCF Community was truly evident!

THE BRIDGE is a service of the Unionville High School PTO.
It is published on-line at http://uhs.ucfsd.org/PTO/Bridge.php
on the first of each month during the school year.
Current copies may also be picked up in the UHS Main office.

2008-09 Bridge
Submission Deadlines
and Online Posting Dates

Deadline Online

Articles submitted for THE BRIDGE Tues 1/20 Sun 2/1

should be sent to editor Tracy Hyde at tracyLwh@aol.com. If an article may not be Fri 2/20 Sun 371
e-mailed, please contact Tracy Hyde at 484-832-3404 to arrange for pick up of your article. All ,'\:A”Oﬁ/ 5/020 \é\:ieg/zlul
submissions must include contact name and phone number/email. Wed 5/20 Mon 6/1

Full submission guidelines are posted in the Main Office and in the “Bridge” folder in the UHS PTO
mailbox in the Main Office.
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Happy New Y ear!

We hope you had a wonderful holiday with family and
friends, and are heading in to 2009 feeling re-energized.

2008 was a very busy year for the PTO, and one in which
we raised arecord amount of money. The funds we raise
go toward various enrichment projects. At our December
2008 meeting we approved over $24,000.00 worth of
project requests. Details of our 2008-2009 UHS PTO
Enrichment Projects funding can be found later in this
newsletter.

The PTO sponsored practice SAT/ACT will be held on
Saturday, January 10"

Please plan to attend the After Prom Fashion Show on
Friday, February 20" at 7 p.m. Don’'t miss the fun and
entertainment as students model fashions from local shops
as well as student designers.

Remember to save your old books, DV Ds, CDs, videos and
computer software for our upcoming Used Book Sale to be
held on February 27" and 28". The neighborhood
collection date will be February7th. Students collect the
used books from the neighborhoods and deliver them to the
high school for sorting. Student involvement in our biggest
fundraiser of the year is needed and greatly appreciated.

Our May 16" After Prom party is fast approaching. This
is a safe, alcohol-free event for all juniors and seniors and
their dates which follows the Prom and features amazing
entertainment, games, food, and the chance to win
incredible prizes. Many volunteers are till needed and all
parents are urged to get involved with this worthwhile
event.

Thank you to the following volunteers for recent activities:
- Carol Catanese for managing, negotiating and presenting
the enrichment project requests

- Barb LaChance, Robyn Friefelder and Linda Riondet for
organizing our Community Service coat drive aswell as
coordinating PTO Community Service holiday gifts.
-Joanne Bates and Heidi Brown for organizing the Alumni
Reception.

Please come to our next PTO meeting on Tuesday,
February 3" at 7 p,m. in the high school library. All
parents are welcome.

Eileen Bushelow and Carol O@rien
UHS PTO Co-Presidents
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This year has been a banner year in many respects and no
less so than the unprecedented 17 Enrichment Project
Requests totaling $41,969.59 from UHS staff. At our
December 2™ meeting the members approved funding 9 of
the 17 from our Enrichment Projects fund totaling
$21,789.77 and funded an additiona 3 projects from our
PTO Specia Projects fund totaling $2,972.00. All of the
requests had merit and the PTO appreciates the opportunity
to consider funding any meritorious project to benefit the
high school. We prioritize each request based on its
contribution to enriching the educational experience
through an innovative project/request along with our
financial capacity to support and the overall number who
benefit. The following are the projects approved for
funding through the PTO Enrichment Project Fund:

Qwizdom Interactive Response Unit

Science Lab “ Probe” Carts

Print Resources for the Library

2 LCD Projectors,

“ Set Games’ for Math

4-1 ego Mindstorm NXTs

Dye Sublimation Printing Ink System and jig saw kit and
right angledrill for Tech Ed.

This year we received a number of requests for non-
instructional items. Although these requests do not fit in
with our mission for funding educational enrichment most
are of anature that address the overall feeling of pride and
enhancing the general operation of UHS. Wefelt they were
items that should be supported by someone and the
following were approved for funding from the newly
established PTO Special Projects:

3inlay UHS Logo Mats
LCD TV for Main Lobby display of announcements
Digital video camera for the English department

Thus far, the PTO has committed over $24,000 to the high
school through the above projects. Whilethisisan
enormous amount of money it is more amazing to have
raised this and more through the hard work of parents and
students. Thanks to each of you for your continued support,
which contributes to the greater good of our school
community.

Best Regards,

Carol Catanese

UHSPTO

Enrichment Projects Manager
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We are responsible for making this event happen. All of your help is needed and
there is something for everyone to participate & volunteer in.
We need 100% class participation!!

Please keep volunteering! We have had many families sign up and have already made a difference. We
still need more parents help. Thanks to all the parents who have stepped forward to Chair a Committee and
volunteer your time on a committee. All of your efforts are appreciated and needed to put together this

We need volunteers for the following committees:

Barn — Assisting with inventory and Food
allocating current materials * Information Technology
Business Fundraising Phone-A-Thon *
Casino — Dealers needed for Black Jack Photography
Ceiling Prizes — Contacting local business for door prize donations
Charity project Reception — registration
Cinderella’s Closet * Take down *
Decorating

*Service Hour Opportunities

Trish Bohn 610-388-1065  etbohn@aol.com

Regina Focht 610-347-0742  Reginasgarden@msn.com
AnnVaeeMcLaughlin  610-358-1943  glmavm@verizon.net
Judy McClaskey 610-793-4511 heyjude@snip.net

Please sign up to volunteer today! Thereisalot of fun to be created and funds to be gathered. It can only happen if
we have your support and effort towards this wonderful night of keeping OUR kids safe on prom night. If we keep in
mind why this party isin place, the work and timeisworthit all! No matter how much or how little you can give of
yourself, it WILL make a difference and it will be your son or daughter that benefits from it.

Next general information meeting:  January 8,2009  Thursday @ 7:00pm Room C120
Next decorating meeting: January 6, 2009  Tuesday All are welcometo come and shareideas!
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