WE BRIDG é

From the Principal’s Desk

Paula Massanari, HS Principal
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Mark Your Calendars! (Continued frompage 1) From the Principal’s Desk
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Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend!
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THE BRIDGE is a service of the Unionville High School PTO.

It is published on-line at http://uhs.ucfsd.org/PTO/Bridge.php 2008-09 Bridge
on the first of each month during the school year. S”bg“gs'lqn Dsad'.'”$
Current copies may also be picked up in the UHS Main office. and Online Posting

Dates
Articles submitted for THE BRIDGE Deadline Online
should be sent to editor Tracy Hyde at tracyLwh@aol.com. If an article may not be Fri 2/20 Sun 3/1

Fri 3/20 Wed 4/1
Mon 4/20 Fri 5/1
Wed 5/20 Mon 6/1

e-mailed, please contact Tracy Hyde at 484-832-3404 to arrange for pick up of your article. All
submissions must include contact name and phone number/email.
Full submission guidelines are posted in the Main Office and in the “Bridge” folder in the UHS PTO

mailbox in the Main Office.
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Homeroom Survey to Parents

1. 1 would like homeroom to be reinstated and occur prior to 1% period
Yes
No

2. If you said “yes’ to question #1 above:
What reason(s) (listed below) cause you to want homeroom to return?
My child(ren) misses meeting with other students during homeroom
My child(ren) misses connecting with his’her homeroom teacher

My child(ren) needs time to drop off / pick up papers, get information from a
teacher(s) or counselor, etc.

My child(ren) needs time to attend club meeting(s)
Other, please list

3. If you said “no” to question #1 above;

What reason(s) (listed below) cause you to hope homeroom is not reinstated in the
future?

Homeroom is a waste of time
My child(ren) likes the break between 1st and 2nd periods
Other, please list

4. Do you have any additional, helpful comments related to homeroom?
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February, the shortest month of the year, seems
to be abusy one for the PTO. First awarm welcome to
our new principal Mrs. Paula Massanari. We ve had the
opportunity to meet with Mrs. Massanari and are excited
about working with her. If you have not yet had the
opportunity to meet her, Mrs. Massanari will be at our
next PTO meeting, Tuesday, February 3" at 7:00 PM,
please join us.

The biggest fundraiser for the PTO is our annual
Used Book Sale. Work isalready underway with this
event and we are confident that this year’s event will
prove to be even bigger and better. The sale has moved
to anew location, the gymnasium, which will offer more
room to display books and more room to meander the
isles. Sale dates are Friday, February 27" and
Saturday February 28". This year we' ve scheduled
snow dates for the following weekend. There are many
volunteer opportunities and we need your help. For more
information, please visit the school website,
www.ush.ucfsd.org_ or check the e-news for current
information.

February is also the time for our annual Project :

Fashion. Thisyear’sevent, cleverly titled event, Project & 2% 6 7T #H 7 7 $
Fashion 2009, Glitz & Glamour, will take place on : " 1& 662 "2 $
Friday, February 20" at 7:00 PM in the auditorium. : :
The event isafundraiser for the After Prom. The show : d<=9 & 72 & 4B
features local shops' prom fashions, everyday casual : :
fashions for women and men, as well as fabulous fashions
designed and created by some very talented UHS :
students. Thisevent isagreat way to spend a Friday : $ 2+69% 2
evening. Our models, current junior and senior girls and 5
boys are guaranteed to bring a smile to your face. Please
come out and support this fun event.

I #
Special thanks go out to the following volunteers $ R

who have spent countless hours ensuring the continued
success of our programs: E 270
Kathy Miller —Practice PSAT, SAT and ACT tests— A : $
special thanksto Kathy for her patience and :

reorganization of test dates due to a school closing.
Joanne Bates and Heidi Brown — Community

Scholarship
AnnValee M cLaughlin, Judy M cClaskey, Trish Bohn :
and Regina Focht — After Prom : 4)
Rekha Doraiswamy, Tracy Hyde & Robin Kitay - E- e 7%
News and The Bridge communications : 1& $ 45%6
Our next meeting is Tuesday February, 3% at :
7:00 PM inthelibrary. Our featured guest speaker at this H 0 &2+& 2 <$&
meeting is Jim Fulginiti, our new Director of Student : $ 2 B "
Life. Jim will be sharing with us the results of the ‘i 6 -$&7 $ 1 %
Pennsylvania Y outh Survey (PAYS). We strongly : 6 $&C 4 $

encourage you to attend this meeting. The presentation
will prove to be educational. :
Stay warm!  + $)% / D &/
Carol O'Brien & Eileen Bushelow :

UHS PTO Co-Presidents
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Please keep volunteering! We have had many families sign up and have already made a difference. We till

need more parents help. Thanksto all the parents who have stepped forward to Chair a Committee and
volunteer your time on a committee. All of your efforts are appreciated and needed to put together this
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We need volunteers for the following committees:

Barn — Assisting with inventory and
allocating current materials *

Business Fundraising

Casino — Dealers needed for Black Jack

Ceiling

Charity project

Cinderella’s Closet *

Decorating

Food

Information Technology

Phone-A-Thon *

Photography

Prizes — Contacting local business for door prize donations
Reception — registration

Take down *

*Service Hour Opportunities

TrishBohn  610-388-1065 etbohn@aol.com
Regina Focht 610-347-0742 Reginasgarden@msn.com

#it
Next general information meetings:

February 10, 2009
March 4, 2009

610-358-1943 glmavm@verizon.net
610-793-4511 heyjude@snip.net

Ann Valee McLaughlin
Judy McClaskey

Tuesday 7:00pm Room C120
Wednesday 7:00pm Room C120
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2008-2009 TESTING SCHEDULE
UHS CEEB CODE 394955 REGISTRATION DEADLINES
TEST DATES TEST Regular Fee Late Fee Applies
March 14, 2009 ** SAT only 2/10/2009 2/11/09-2/24/09
April 4, 2009 ** ACT Test 2/27/2009 2/28/09-3/13/09
May 2, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests 3/31/2009 4/1/09-4/9/09
May 4-8, 2009 & s
May 11-15, 2009 AP Exams March, 2009
June 6, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests 5/5/2009 5/6/09-5/15/09
June 13, 2009 ACT Test 5/8/2009 5/9/09-5/22/09

** Given at UHS

#! $ $

SAT TEST PREPARATION

FROM COLLEGEBOARD Get ready for the SAT by taking an official practice test from CollegeBoard--you® reinforce your
test-taking skills, become familiar with the test format, and learn where to focus additional study. Thisisthe same practice test
that appearsin the SAT Preparation Booklet. If you have the Booklet, you can use the tools here to enter your answers, get a
score report, and view answer explanations.

ADDITIONAL SAT PREPARATION If you are ajunior who took the PSAT in October, go to the Student section of
collegeboard.com and click on My College QuickStart; use the access code printed on you paper score report- this will give you
an enhanced score report of your test that allows you to review each test question, your answer, and the correct answer with
answer explanations. A great review for the SAT! Pick up a Registration Booklet and Preparation Booklet in the Counseling
Center.

SAT TEST-TAKING APPROACHESFROM COLLEGEBOARD:

Answer easy questions first. The easier questions are usually at the start of the section, and the harder ones are at the end.
The exceptionisin the critical reading section, where questions are ordered according to the logic and organization of each
passage.

Make educated guesses. If you can rule out one or more answer choices for multiple-choice questions, you have a better
chance of guessing the right answer.

Skip questions that you really can®answer. No points are deducted if an answer isleft blank.

Limit your time on any one question. All questions are worth the same number of points. If you need alot of time to answer
aquestion, go on to the next one. Later, you may have time to return to the question you skipped.

Keep track of time. Don®spend too much time on any group of questions within a section.
Use your test booklet as scratch paper.
Mark the questions in your booklet that you skipped and want to return to.

Check your answer sheet to make sure you are answering the right question.

Make sure you use a No. 2 pencil. It is very important that you fill in the entire circle on the answer sheet darkly and
completely. If you change your response, erase it as completely as possible.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

SCHOLARSHIPS

Information for many scholarshipsis available on the Naviance/Family Connection Web site, the Counseling Center's Web site,
and in the Career Center.
% $ & ' ' ( $ # ) ! o0 $ “#
# ++, | $"" # % ( : $ # ! % "
$ ! & # - ( . | #
If School Counselor input is required (official transcript, GPA, recommendation, etc.), applications must be given to your
School Counselor at least 10 school days before the application deadline. If the application isto be mailed, students must
provide stamps and an 81/2°x11° envelope.

SOME SCHOLARSHIPS:

Alma Newlin Education Fund Intended for talented students who reside in Southern Chester County School Districts. The
one time scholarship is given to students who are seeking higher education in the health care field. To qualify, high school
seniors must have an unweighted GPA of 3.0 or higher and must be planning to enter healthcare-related professions. See Career
Center for applications. Deadline to School Counselor: 2/17/2009

American Red Cross Blood Services Penn-Jersey Region Essay Competition $1,000 The student®high school must
sponsor a bloodmobile with American Red Cross; student must have participated in American Red Cross Blood Services
activity during senior year. For more information and to download an application form, go to www.pleasegiveblood.org
Deadline: 2/11/2009

Unionville-Chadds Ford Community Scholarship  The Community Scholarship isagrant of a stated amount of money
collected annually from the school community by open solicitation. Its purpose isto award the worthy student who wishesto
continue his’her education following graduation from UHS. The grant is for the first year of post-secondary work only and will
be applied toward college costs (i.e., tuition, room and board). As many grants will be made annually as the treasury of the
Community Scholarship can support. The categories for sel ecting recipients are cumulative grade point average (GPA) as of the
end of the third quarter, the score on atimed, handwritten essay, and verified school activities.

Deadlineto the Counseling Center: By 2:30PM on Friday, March 13, 2009

THERE ARE MANY MORE SCHOLARSHIPS ONLINE

FINANCIAL AID

The Pennsylvania Guide to Student Aid is pretty much considered the 2bible for federal and state grants and loans. It
contains information on college planning timelines; student aid options; the student aid package, etc. The Guide is available
online at www.PHEAA .org or as a hard copy in the Career Center.

FAFSA REMINDER The2009-10 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is available online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. Students and their families are encouraged to complete the FAFSA as soon as possible to meet not only the
federal deadline for student aid, but also state and institutional deadlines. The FAFSA determines your students@ligibility for
most federal and state grant awards, work-study programs, institutional aid, and low-cost federal student loans. The official
website for information on the FAFSA is www.fafsa.ed.gov.

RESOURCESFOR FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION  www.finaid.org (especially the section on Maximizing Your Aid
Eligibility)  www.fastweb.com  www.Collegeboard.com  www.salliemae.com www.PHEAA.org
www.pasfaa.org www.educationplanner.com (for afinancial aid timeline) www.federal studentaid.ed.gov

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Genesis Rehab Servicesin Kennett Squareislooking for one junior or senior to intern in their Human Resources department.
The program consists of 2-3 hours of work, 2 days a week. Please see Ms. Vaughn in the Career Center for more information
and an application.

State Farm Insurance Company in Concordville: For Seniors, 16 hours per week (Monday-Thursday 3-7pm) at $11.25/hr.
Resumes are due by February 13, 2009. See Ms. Vaughn for more information.

COLLEGE DECISION LETTERS Seniorsare asked to bring in copies of their |etters of acceptance, offers of admission,
letters of denial and scholarship/award lettersto Ms. Vaughn in the Career Center. Letters may also be faxed in to (610) 347-
1677. Thisinformation is used to keep the Naviance program accurate and for scholarship consideration.

NAVIANCE TRAINING - SOPHOMORES The Counseling Center will be holding the following NAVIANCE
information/training sessions for sophomores who were unable to attend College Planning at a Glance in November:

February 10th: 7:00 amto 7:30 am or 2:30 pm to 3:00 pm

February 12th; 7:00 am to 7:30 am or 2:30 pm to 3:00 pm
Y ou must sign up in the Counseling Center to attend. Please bring your Naviance Registration Code to the information session.
If you do not have your Code, please see Ms. Vaughn in the Counseling Center.

NAVIANCE/FAMILY CONNECTION  http://connection.naviance.com/unionville

Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors. Please go into "My Profile" in Naviance, click on the e-mail edit button and fill in your
email address. If you have not registered on Naviance, please see Ms. Vaughn in the Counseling Center. We use Naviance to e-
mail reminders to students about college visits, SAT registrations, scholarships, summer enrichment programs, etc.

PEER TUTORING Businessispicking up in Peer Tutoring- if your student needs some help or iswilling to give some help to
afellow student, please encourage them to see Mrs. McGrail in the Counseling Center.

2009 ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM REGISTRATION will take place March 2-13, 2009 in the Counseling Center. All
AP students will receive aregistration packet from their AP teachers. Exams are given May 4-May 14, 2009. Cost is $86,
check payableto UHS Activities.

SELECTIVE SERVICE REMINDER Federal law states that males must register with Selective Service within 30 days of
their 18th birthday. They can register on-line at www.sss.gov or at any post office. If astudent doesn't register, they may risk
their eligibility for future college loans and grants.

COLLEGE CAMPUSVISITS Juniors are encouraged to take advantage of days off between now and the end of the school
year to visit colleges they might want to attend. Many colleges hold Open Houses-check websites for dates. For tips on making
your college visit worthwhile, go to www.collegeconfidential.com/college search/visits - this site also has campus visit reports.

ACADEMIC WORKSHOP FOR GIRLS Explore how Widener® School of Business Administration prepares you for the

future! Spend Thurs February 26, 2009, 9am-1pm with the SBA business professors and play the "Widener Toy Company”
** Network with successful female alumni ** Develop a business plan ** Discover the Widener campus and have lunch **

Register online at: www.widener.edu/sba/girlscamp or jfhoopes@widener.edu, 610-499-4304, Jessica Hoopes

Reservations are required, THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS PROGRAM.

(Continued on page 9)
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February 2 College Planning Night, 7-9pm
February 5 Course Selection Night, 7-9pm
February 2-13  Online Course Selection
February 9-13 11" Grade PSSA Writing Assessment
February 10 Regular registration deadline for March 14, 2009 SAT Test
February 27 Regular registration deadline for April 4, 2009 ACT test
March 14 SAT test at UHS
March 2-13 AP Registration in Counseling Center
February 10-13 11" Grade PSSA Math & Reading Tests
April 4 ACT test at UHS
April 27-May 1 11" Grade PSSA Science Assessment
April 28 Main Line Regional College Fair, Villanova University
May 4-15 AP Testing
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6 ' 6# '# http://www.craftfreebies.com/
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# ' # http://www.parents.com
# 1 & B : http://bhg.com/bhg/
4 g http://www.orientaltrading.com
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$0 = 7 # # 1 : :
6 http://www.michaels.com
http://www.joann.com/joann/
# o Contact Deneen Brusamonti,
C (610) 793-1453, deneenb@verizon.net,

for further information about craft tables.
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The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. All School Board members present with the exception of Dr. Sweeney. Mr. Baker
participated via phone.
Superintendent’s Report - Sharon Parker was glad to see the UE parking lot full. The tour of the school was wonderful and
thanked Mr. Beaver for his hospitality. The Martin Luther King Day activities were well attended. February is School Board
Recognition month and Sharon thanked all Board members for their dedication. The community event being held on February
12" is limited to 200. Please reserve your spot. Also, comments/question are being taken via the district web-site should you
not be able to attend.

Mr. Beaver thanked Mrs. McQuiston for the arrangements this evening. Mr. Beaver gave an overview of the history of
Unionville Elementary and recognized many students for their achievements.
Student Representative Report - Shannon Pitt was unable to attend.
Residents Comments.  E. Marlborough Resident - mentioned the Act 34 meeting and inquired whether the School Board
misled the public with their statistics (enrollment, costs, etc.) Sharon commented the School Board has not presented the public
with misleading information. Since December, the district has been in touch with PDE and met with them. The district has
invited PDE to come and have received encouragement that they are doing things right. Sharon will be having a conference
with the Secretary of Education in the coming weeks. Pennsbury Resident - isa member of the Unionville Chadds-Ford
Education Foundation. She made a presentation to the School board advertising what the Foundation has been doing. The
Foundation presented CF Elementary with the sign congratul ating them for being a Blue Ribbon School. Sharon commented
that she has been assigned the task of working with Pennsbury Twsp. to get permission to have the sign re-erected.
Birmingham Resident - questioned the letter she received from a Mr. Quinn and asked about the insinuation that the district
has made arrangements to borrow money. Also, she remembers hearing that the insurance company had concerns about the
school being in disrepair eluding to the fact that there are problems with the school. Last, she asked the SB what the cost was to
the district in answering the Right-to-Know people. Sharon responded it has cost the district $30,000 in the past year and a
half. Mr. Price also added it cost the district another $20,000 for the architects one day testimony in Harrisburg. Mr.
Cochoran added last April the insurance company did do an assessment and concer ns wer e addressed with storage, the stage
and auditorium. E. Marlborough Resident - asked the SB whether they have considered year round schooling as an option.
School Director’s Comments
Mrs. Halstead - thanked Mr. Barker for organizing the Martin Luther King event at the Sr. Center.
Mrs. Brown - has been receiving letters from Mr. Quinn and the amount of misinformation stated in his lettersistroubling. The
project is not out for bid so no price has been determined. Tax payers will not get alarge increase in taxes because Act 1
prohibits large increases in taxes. Unionville Sports Council is holding an event on February 4rh.
Mr. Baker - isvery upset about the Blue Ribbon sign being taken down at CFE.
Routine Business: Routine business of the Board was conducted.
Facilities. Mr. Wandersee presented a resolution for the District to use one contractor vs. several individual contractors. Based
on experience, this proves more productive. = Resolution approved.
Curriculum: Mrs. Trigg - no meeting to report but did thank the PTO for their generosity in providing project money to the
school.
Finance: Mr. Murray - no voting items - there will be a meeting on February 9" where the preliminary budget needs to be
approved.
Communication: Dr. West - Video of School Boards meeting will be linked on the web-site. In addition, a monthly
Superintendent' s Message will be linked starting this Thursday, January 29". The district is getting ready to have David Voss,
communication consultant, present 10 half-day sessions to the staff and Board.
Personnel: Sharon Parker in Dr. Sweeney' s absence - all personnel related issues were approved.
Legidation: Mrs. Trigg - at a meeting with the districts a proposal regarding graduation requirements, on the state level, were
discussed. Most districts stand against this proposal as it makes requirements more stringent. No further information presented
at the SB meeting.
Reports & Comments:
Residents Comments:
Pocopson Resident - will the work sessions be recorded and reported on the web-site as well?
E. Marlborough Resident - would like the public to know that they are entitled to see the information the School Board receives
prior to their meetings. Thisisin compliance with the Open Records Act which took effect January, 2009.
Pocopson Resident - commented that this meeting got off to a pleasant start but then began to take the tone of the meeting of the
past. Hopes the Meeting on February 12" will have a more community like tone and have good discussion.
Commentsfrom School Directors:
Dr. West - thanked Mr. Beaver for hosting and Joe Carney for his effortsin raising the money for the Unionville Sports Council .
Mrs. Trigg - thanked Mr. Beaver and encouraged everyone to attend the Used Book Sale hosted by the high school PTO.
Mrs. Halstead - encouraged the community to attend the meeting on February 121",
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Tammy Everitt, UHS PTO School Board Representative
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